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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 

{> The concluding part of a discourse, de- 
livered before the poor, in the town of S——, 
by ‘ B. W. 

In dedicating our discourse to the tenants of 
this house, you will suffer a word of exhortation. 
Take heed unto your ways, lest yon fall under 
the condemnation of wickedness. That God 
will by no means clear the guilty, is the testi- 
meny of divinetruth. If our hearts or hands 
indulye in iniquity, we cannot escape a just 
punishment ; misery a!ways lies in the path of 
the transgressor. The subject to which we have 
attended proves that the wicked are filled with 
fear, and that their fears come upon them — 
Though frequently they may wear the appear- 
ance of cheerfulness, and seemingly care but lit- 
tle about their crimes, yet believe me, their 
hearts are not at rest. Who of you would willing- 
ly stand in the place of him whose handis all but 
a murderer’s hand, and who but a few days ago 
was taken from among you, and will shortly 
have to answer for his crime before the bar of 
public justice ? Do you believe he is free from 
the fears of the wicked? Do you believe his 
mind is at peace, and that he views the pros. 
pects before him unmoved ? Who of you 
would exchange places with a H. and a W. who 


are now suffering for their sins, one of whom} 


was once of your number. Are not here evi- 
dences gone forth from among you that the way 
of the transgressor is hard? And are not here 
solemn admonitions for us all to guard against 
iniquity? Look where you will, and wherev- 
er vou find wickeness you find misery. Misery 
is not confined to the doors of the poor, but it 
is found within the gates of the rich, if the rich 
are wicked. Better is itto be poor and virtu- 
ous, than rich and vicious. Too often is it the 
case, however, that the poor are reduced to pov- 
erty by their wickedness—Many large estates 
have been squandered by drunkenness. 

My friends, it is lioped you will profit by 
what has been communicated, and instead of 
sending forth such examples of wickedness as 
we have named, strive each one to make his 
house a nursery of christianity,—let the aged 
and middle aged be patterns of virtue that the 
young may be trained up in the nurture and 
admogition of the Lord, and go forth into the 
world as choice plants from the garden of inno- 
¢ence, and that yourselves may enjoy the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness. Are you virtuous, 
and do you peaceably eonform to the whole- 
some regulations of this house? your fellow 
fownsmen will delight in supplying your wants 





| 


and administering to your necessities. How 
much preferable ts vour situation to beggary.— 
Were it not for the charity of your fellow-towns- 
men, you must wander in the wide world, with- 
out a place to lay your head, freqnently endu- 
ring the pangs of hunger, and when overtaken 
by death, scarcely finding a friend to open 
your grave, and grant vour body the rites of 
burial. Then, to say the least, you owe grati- 
tude to those who here warm and feed you 
with their charity And not only so, but the 
goodness of Almighty God, which promises us 
salvation beyond the shores of time, admonish- 
es us to our duty. And what less can we 
think of doing in return for so great iove, than 
to obey the divine commandment, which re- 
quiré us to love God and all mankind? ~ 

My friends, we never need to fear of loosing 
our reward for being virtuous and upright. We 
all desize happines, and if we would be happy, 
we must be virtuous—but would we be misera- 
ble, only engage in iniquity, and misery will 
soon involve usin the torment. But let us all 
be wise unto salvatiou. Let us deal justly, &c. 
then, whether we be poor or rich, the gifts of 
heavenly peace will rejoice our hearts, and with 
the christian’s hope we shall willingly obey the 
grand summons of death, aad finally find accep- 
tance at the right hand of God. That this may 
be the happy lot of us all is the humble prayer 
of your servant. 


FREE INQUIRY. 

It is an acknowledged fact, that freedom ef 
inquiry into all subjects which fall under our ob- 
servation should not only be tolerated but en- 
couraged. ‘Truth, it must be admitted, stands 
upon a basis too firm and immoveable to be o- 
verthrown or destroyed by investigation. Nor 
will it be denied, that a knowledge of the truth 
either in relation to matters of religion or the 
ordinary affairs of human life, will most certain- 
ly promote the hapiness of individuals possess- 
ing it. 

A free inquiry, then, into all matters relative 
to the present or future existence of mankind, 
or the matters of faith connected with those 
subjects, should be encouraged by all those 
who prefer the sweets of truth to husks of error, 
or the idle dreams of fanatics. Mankind differ, 
and very honestly too, upon matters of faith, 
and each individual of community has a good, 
yea an inalienable. right to his own opinion. 
But because my neighbor is opposed to my 
sentiments or in reality feels aggrieved at my 
condition, it does not follow that I should con- 
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ceal my views or refrain from defending them. 
True, my friend may dislike my sdatialatide, 
disbelieve my doctrine and regret that I should | 
either embrace or defend them ; and possibly. 
he new be offended at the liberty which I take 

in speaking in defence of them, but because he 

is thus opposed I am not bound to acquiesce in 

his opinion or remain mute at his command.— 

Nor shouldany man, whether saint or sinner, 

presume to speak against any investigation with 

severity. 


THE MONITOR. 


* Open rebuke is better than secret love."—Proverbs- 


PIETY IN EARNEST. 

A few weeks since we published a communication 
from a correspondent containing some strictures on 
the editorial sagacity of Mr. Abijah Blanchard A. M. 
&c. which it appears has given offence to the worthy 
gentleman. Agreeable to our general custom in such 
cases we sent the paper, containing the abovemen- 
tioned remarks, to Mr. B. hoping to hear from him, 
if he should feel disposed to reply, through his para- 
gou ut orthodoxy, the “ Religious Advocate.” Inre- 
ply to the first essay, which related to a marvellous 
story about the sacredness of a pulpit, in Vermont, 
we received throvgh the Post Office, an old number 
of the Religious Advocate containing an article on 
Bible and Missiouary Sccieties, which was marked 
for our perusal, and which came about as near the 
mark as our orthodox brethren generally come to the 
subject in debate. However, to please Mr. B. our 
correspondent noticed the article abovementioned and 
sent the paper containing it to Mr. B. whoit appears 
is somewhat grieved about it. A few days since we 
received the two papers which had before been for- 
warded to Mr. B. through the medium of the Post Of- 
fice, directed to the *‘ Anti Gospel Advocate,” &c. 
This is just like the growling ofa little puppy who 
dare not bite. IfMr. B. felt disposed to practice 
common politeness, he would, perbaps, have done dif- 
ferently. Instead of esteeming it an insult he would 
have thanked us for sending the papers, and would 
have reciprocated the favor. But no ;—As Dr. Grif- 
fin would say—* what growl is that we hear from the 
distant hedges ?”—Is itfrom Mr. Blanchard ? If so, 
fear not! He may“ grow!” but he dare not bite !— 
We pity him. 




















The following article we copy from the Re- 
kgious Inquirer of the 27th of August last.— 
This paper is printed at Hartford, Con.; and 
*n reply to the Editor’s remark that he shall be 
-appy to publish Mr. Fijlmore’s retraction of 
the slander, we can assure him that as yet, he 
shows no disposition to make any; although 
we have never ceased to importune him and his 
Methodist brethren on the subject. 


PIOUS FRAUD. 


In the early ages of the christian era, many 
deceptions were practiced on pagans and chris- 
tians by preachers of the gospel, either to con- 
vert unbelievers to the right faith, or to silence 
their antagonists in any contreversy that was a- 
gitated. Fictitious miracles were performed, 


the testimony of demoniacs produced, and the 
most artiul stratagems employed to settle dis. 
putes concerning the trinity, and to establish 
the orthodox faith on a permanent foundation, 
For it was maintained that a doctrine must be 
true, whicht God and demons had confirmed by 
visible interposition, and that those must be 
heretics, who refused assent to the combined 
attestations of heaven and hell. Artifices of 
this kind were used on all pressing occasions for 
many centuries, and no great accession to the 
christian cause was made without prodigies in 
the air, the earth, or the ocean. Constantine 
must see a cioss in the heavens before he aban- 
dons polytheism; Ambrose must produce the 
testimony of demoniacs to establish the doctrine 
of the Nicene fathers concerning the trinity, and 
when Clovis, King of the Franks, is baptized, 
a phial of oil must be brought from heaven by 
a milk white dove. So completely were eccle- 
siastics convinced that holy deception was ne- 
cessary, that in the fourth century the maxim 
was adopted, that it is an act of virtue to de- 
ceive and lie, when by that means the interest 
of the church may be promoted. ‘These artifi- 
ces and impositions, however, were not confin- 
ed to that age, but were practised by Charle- 
magne and Boniface in the conversien of the 
Saxons, and have come down to our times with 
various modifications and improvements.— 
Scarcely any thing can now be achieved in the 
religious world without some holy legerdemain 
to give it credence and eclat, and when any sect 
or doctrine is destitute of this support, it must 
of consequence be heretical, or false. 

We have been led to these remarks by the 
conduct of Mr. Fillmore, a Methodist Elder, at 
the execution of Nelson, Israel, and Isaac Thay- 
er at Buffalo. It appears by the Gospel Advo- 
cate and Buffalo Patriot, that the Elder de- 
clared on the scaffold that these three brothers 
had formerly inclined to Universalism, and that 
their father, Israel Thayer, had been a Univer- 
salist for twenty years; and that this declara- 
tion was made for the purpose of injuring the 
cause of Universalism, by inducing the assem- 
bled multitude to believe that their heretical 
faith led them to murder John Love. The Ad- 
vocate asserts that Mr. Fillmore well knew the 
falsehood of the statement at the time he made 
it, and brings the testimony of Mr. Searl, au E- 
piscopalian clergyman, and Mrs. Hoyt, an E- 
piscopalian in faith and a candidate for that 
communion, to prove they never inclined to U- 
niversalism, but that Nelson was a Methodist, 
and that the other two were opposed to Univer- 
alism, It also declares the assertion con- 
cerning the father to be false, and calls on 
Mr. Fillmore, and the Methodists in® gene- 
ral, to defend his character, or refute what 
it has published. When it is considered that 
the Advocate is printed in Buffalo, the 
place where the Thayers were executed, 
and Mr. Fillmore made his assertion ; that six 





weeks have elapsed since his affirmations were 
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chailenged, and a cal! made for proof or retrac- 
tion; that nothing has been done by him or 
the Methodists in his vindication, and that he 
has repeated this false story at a love feast in 
Chavtauque County, we may be convinced that 
he believes it an act of virtue to deceive and lie 
when the interest of his church requires it, and 
highly commendable to do evil that good may 
come, 
venly faith, which encourages people to deceive 
and lie, while they stand on the gallows and see 
their brethren sent into eternity by an ignomin- 
ious death! Such a faith willelevate the morals 
of the community bevond all precedent, and 
most unquestionably hasten the millenial day 
on this dark and siaful world. For should all 
the earth be proselyted to the belief that false- 
hood, when intended to promote the cause of 
religion, or of a sect, is not only useful, but com- 
mendable, we might expect to see all engaged 
in the service of virtue and holiness, and reli- 
gion, pure and undefiled, investing our globe 
with a flood of light. 


When the orthodox Van Patten was executed 
in Schenectady,for the murder of Schermerhorn, 
nothing was said concerning the immoral ten- 
dency of his belief, though on the day of the 
murder he opened his schoo! with prayer. 


When the orthodox Elliott was executed for 
murder in Castine, his faith was not urged as 
the cause of sin; but when the public feeling is 
strongly excited by the execution of three young 
brothers for the murder of a friend, it is thought 
to be a fit opportunity to create or strengthen 
prejudice against Universalism, by assuring the 
crowd that the unhappy objects before their 
eyes entertained that faith, and that under its 
influence, they were impelled to dip their hands 
vn the blood of murder. 


We are advocates for equal and exact justice 
to all men, and cannot let deeds of palpable in- 
iquity pass without our special notice. When 
the Elder shall reteact his slander, we shall be 
happy to give it publicity, and thank him for 
telling the truth; but till that is done, we shall 
consider him as good a christian as Ananias or 
Sapphira. 





FROM THE REFORMER. 
Communicated from Palmyra, N., Y. 

Extract from the Western Recorder, publish- 
ed at Utica, under the patronage and for the 
benefit of the Western Education Society, and 
Auburn Theological Seminary : 

‘ The self-righteous Pharisees were doubtless 
surprised and offended, at being told that the 
publicans and harlots should enter into the king- 
dom of heaven before them : and, too often, in 
the spirit of self-complacency, are the best of 
US at the present day, found to manifest a sim- 
ilar state of feeling ! ! !’ 

The above is the first honest and candid ac- 
knowledgment that I have ever seen from the 


That most certainly is a pure and hea-|_ 





same source. In fact, it is very seldom that 


the self-righteous Presbyterians in this section 


of the country so far forget themselves as to 
publicly admit so disgracefula fact. But “ mur- 
der will out,” and I hope the day is not far 
distant when these wolves in “ sheeps clothing” 
will be held up to the public in their true char- 
acter. 

Now,Messrs. Editors, do for humanity’s seke 
give the above admission a place in your valu- 
able paper, accompanied by some remarks of 
your own. 

An American. 

From a varietey of facts which have come to 
our knowledge, as well as from the tenor of the 
above article, it plainly appears that the Pres- 
byterians in the state of New York have car- 
ried matters with such a high hand, and urged 
their claims with so much assurance, that a 
strong tide of feeling is beginning to setagainst 
them. If at this critical juncture of their af- 
fairs, they can muster sufficient force, or use 
ingenuity enough to turn it back, without hav- 
ing their schemes frustrated, their cause will be 
more firmly established than ever, and in a lit- 
tle time they will be able te bid defiance to all 
Opposition. 

Pure and undefiled religion in.this day, seems 
to be but litle desired or regarded, while pop- 
ularity, power and influence are the chief ob- 
jects of pursuit among professors, and particu- 
larly among the clergy. No wonder then that 
true christianity is fallen so low ; that a spirit- 
ual dearth has overspread the land, and that 
there is little else but the name to distinguish: 
between those who profess to be of the Church 
and those ofthe world. This lamentable state 
of things has been brought about in the midst of 
innumerable Missionary, Bible, and Education 
Societies, all professedly designed for the ad- 
vancement and spread of religion. Such has 
ever been, and such will ever be the result, 
when proud pompous priests, and worldly 
men, undertake to promote the humble and self- 
denying doctrines of the christian religion. Un- 
tilthese grand and imposing schemes, and pop- 
ular contrivances of liypocritical professors, are 
seen in their true character and abandoned, 
genuine christianity can never prosper. Had 
our Saviour intended that his gospel should be 
promulgated and extended by such means, he 
would have set the example. But every thing 
in his life and conduct, as well as of his imme- 
diate disciples, furnishes a tacit denial and re- 
proof tothe .works and doings of the present 
day. 

‘A writer in the Christian Inquirer, speaking 
of these numerous societies and associations for 
advancing the interests of religion, says : 

“ But | would inquire for what purpose is all 
this machinery prepared and set in motion >— 
The answer will be, to enlighten and convert 
the world to christianity, { would still farther 
ask, did Jesus or his Apostles devise such a 
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scheme for the conversion of :the world, and | 
the church of believers in the gospel were called 


was it by those means that the sound of the 
gospel * went out into all the earth and its words 
to the ends of the world ?” 
sucieties of modern invention ? If they had been 
deemed the best mode for the instruction and 
conversion of mankind, would they not have a- 
dopted them, or have given directions for this 


Are not all these . 


By the passages here noticed, we learn that 


the house of God, the household of faith, &c. 
in distinction from those who believed not.— 


But we must make a distinction even among 
‘those who are unbelievers, who did not abey 


purpose? If any one will thoroughly investigate 


this subject, he will find that these societies are 
set in motion by men who are either ambitious 
of obtaining distinction and popvlarity among 
their fellows. or by such as want the emolu- 
ments of offices created by the formation of so- 
cieties.” 


a ee 


EXTRACT OF A SERMON, 
BY H BALLOU 
From 1 Pete: iv 17, 18.—“ For the time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God: and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end 6: of them that obey uot the 
gospel of God? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved where shall the ungodly 
and sinner appear” 
The following particulars require to be dis- 
tinctly considered : 
J. The bouse of God, in distinction from 
those who obey not the gospel. 
II. The judgments of God on both, and their 
relative severity. 
{1I. The nature of that salvation which is in- 
dicated in our text by the following words: “ If 
the righteous scarcely be saved.” And, 


IV. Ascertain the meaning of the words, | 


‘6 Where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?” 

1. By house of God, we are to understand 
the brotherhood of believers in Christ Jesus, 
who are united as children of one family, and 
were faithful tu the Jaws and ordinances of God. 
Jesus called his disciples the house of his Father, 
in John xiv. “ Let not your hearts be troubled ; 
ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many mansions ; if it were 
not so J would have told you. I go to prepare 
aplace for you.” St. Paul very clearly ex- 
presses this subject in the following passages : 
Heb. iii. “ And Moses verily was faithful in all 
his house as a servant, for a testimony of those 
things which were to be spoken after ; but 
Christ as a son over his own house; whose 
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.””-— 
Here we learn that believers belong to this 
house as long as they hold fast their confidence. 
Gal. vi. “ As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith.” This 
household of faith is the house of God. Eph. 
ii. speaking to Gentile believers, the apostle says, 











' 
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the gospel of God. Those of whom the apostle 
speaks in our text, as not obeying the gospel, 
must of necessity, be those who had rejected it; 
for people in remote parts of the earth, who 
had had no opportunity of hearing of Christ or 
his doctrine, could not justly be denominated 
disobedient to its laws. This distinction you 
will allow is a very natural one; for surely 
to speak of the judgments of God on people for 
not belicving and obeying the gospel of which 
they had had no knowledge, would be a most 
unreasonable thing. 

Our minds are therefere directed towards 
those who had heard the gospel, who had seen 
the wonderful and miraculous works of God, 
designed as evidences of its divinity. In a 
word, it is perfectly consistent with all circum- 
stances relative to our subject, to fix the words 
of our text, ** What shall the end be of them 
who obey not the gospel of God,” on the Jew- 
ish nation, and patticularly on Jerusalem, the 
seat of those authorities, which perpetually per- 
secuted the believers in Jesus, aad especially 
those who taught in his name. 

It scems that we have the two classes men- 
tioned in our text, clearly designated before us. 
The persecuted church of believers in Jesus on 
the one hand, and the Jews, who rejected the 
Messiah, who persecuted and put him to death, 
and continued to persecute and vex his disci- 
ples,on the other. 

8) The attention of the audience is now in- 
vited to the consideration of that judgment men- 
tioned in our text, which began with the house 
of God, but ended on that wicked and adulter- 
ous generation on whom Jesus denounced all 
the blood that was shed, from the bloud of A- 
bel to the blood of Zacharias. At the time 
Jesus denounced on Jerusalem this judgment, 
it seems that their iniquity was not full; for 
we read in the 23d of Matthew as follows ; 
“ Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, 
that ye are the children of them that killed the 
prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your 
fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell ?—+ 
Wherefore, behold, I'send unto you prophets 
and wise nen, and scribes; and some of them 
ye shall kill and crucify ; and some of them 
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and per- 
secute from city to city; that upon you may 
come all the righteous blood shed upon the 
earth, from the btood of righteous Abel untu 
the blood of Zacharias, son of Barrachias, whom 


“ Now, therefore ye are no more strangers and ye slew between the temple and the altar.— 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints | Verily I say unto you, all these things shall 
and household of God ; and are built upon | come upon this generation.” 


the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Je- 
sus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” 


In this portion of our Saviour’s words, We 


| learn, that those Jews who refused him and his 
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doctrine, would a!so refuse his disciples and 
persecute them, for which they would be visited 
with those awfully severe judgments, which he 
not only in this place denounced on them, but 
which he so fully set forth to his disciples in 
the 24 and 25th chapters of this gospel, as well 
as in other passages recorded in the new testa- 
ment. 

Now the relative severity of the sufferings of 
the house of God, and those devoted Jews, who 
obeyed not the gospel, is intimated in our text 
in the following words: “ And if it first begin 
at us, what shall the end be of them that obey 
not the gospel of God.” That is, if we who 
adhere to the testimony of Jesus, and are faith- 
ful to his righteous cause, are visited with these 
sufferings from the hands of those who are the 
enemies of our Lord and master, and who 
have been his persecutors and murderers, what 
must be the punishment of their wickedness? 
The conclusion is evident: it must be vastly 
greater in its severity, than all that we sutler 
by their means. 

There can be no reasonable doubt but St. 
Peter, when writing this encouragement to his 
brethren, who with himself suffered many things 
from the bloody hands of these enemies of Je- 
sus and his doctrine, hadin recollection the 
words of his divine Master to that gene:ation 
of vipers, which we have before quuted: for he 
was present when Jesus so vehemently denoun- 
ced the judgments of God upon them. And he, 
no doubt remembered what he heard his divine 
master say, whieh is recorded in the 24th of 
Matthew and in the 21st of Luke. If the hear- 


er will be so faithful as to examine those two! 


ehapters, he will understand the nature of this 
subject. The speaker cannot, in the limits of 
this discourse, quote all that belongs to it. 

We have now come to where an important 
question may be considered. Thi® question is 
this: Did the apostle Peter here speak of future 
punishments which the enemies of the gospel 
would suffer in the eternal world, and which 
they would have to suffer to an endless dura- 
tion, which isthe common doctrine on this 
text? We answer no, for he was not authori 
sed to go beyond the judgments which Jesus, 
his master, had denounced. And it is an unde- 
niable fact, that in the dreadful judgments 
which the Saviour described as the punishment 
of the sins of his enemies, he did not extend 
their sufferings beyond a mortal state. And it 
is furthermore of importance to observe, that as 
Jesus said; “ Think not that I am come to 
‘destroy the law and the prophets, lam notcome 
to destroy, but to fulfil,” so he never extended 
the judgments of God beyond where the law of 
Moses and the testimony of the prophets before 
him had carried them. 

If we read Moses on the subject of the pun- 
ishments which God threatened on Israel, in 
case of their disobedience, we shall be struck 
with the greatest horror and astonishment, but 
shall read nothing about their being punished 





ina future state. The famine, all manner of 
sickness, the pestilence, droughts, mildews, the 
sword of their enemies, their land in desolation, 
they in the most cruel captivities. where they 
should continually waste away before the sword 
which would be continually drawn out after 
them. And in this account, be it remarked, 
God says, that this punishment is according to 
their sins. Therefore, whoever says, that sin 
is not punished according to its demerits in this 
mortal state, denies the divine testimony. See 
what the prophet Jeremiah sets forth in his le- 
mentations, chapter 4. In order to have any 
thing of a just idea of this description, it is ne- 
cessary to imagine the case our own, and sup- 
pose ourselves besieged by a powerful enemy, 
shut in on every side, our stores exhausted, 
nothing in our markets, our wives and children 
looking pale upon us, we not a piece of bread 
to give them, our young men pined away look- 
ing like shadows in the streets, our most deli- 
cate mothers now losing all natural affection, 
lay their hands on their little children—But i 
cannot proceed. When I meditated this sub- 
ject my children came arvuund me, and called 
up such feelings as I willnot attempt to describe. 
Suppose our infuriate enemy finally enters our 
town victorious, our brave warriors who had 
bared their breast tothe storm of war, are cut te 
pieces, and all falls into the hands of a most 
savage and barbarous soldiery. Such is but a 
faint description of what the prophet set forth 
in his Lamentations over Jerusalem, over whicii 
our Saviour wept, knowing that the time of hes 
visitation was near. Ip the prophet’s account, 
he makes a comparison, and says, “ For the 
punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my 
people is greater than the punishment of the sins 
of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment, 
and no hands stayed upon her.” 

As recorded in the 21st of Luke, Jesus infor- 
med his disciples, that before the judgments 
which he prophesied would come on the Jews, 
should commence, they would suffer much per- 
secution from their hands. Wit this in his 
mind, how perfectly natural was it for Peter, 
when speaking of the sufferings which the 
Christians endured from the persecuting hands 
of the Jews, to call their attention to censider 
how much greater sufferings their persecutors 
were doomed to endure, than they were suffer- 
ing for the cause of Christ. ‘To the same ef- 
fect the Saviour spake when he was going to 
the cross: “ And there followed him a great 
company of people, and of women, which also 
bewailed andiamented him. But Jesus, turn- 
ing unto them said, (O, how graceful must have 
been his appearance) Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and 
for your children. For behold, the days are 
coming in the which they shall say, blessed are 
the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and 
the paps which never gave suck. Then shall 
they begin to say to the mountains, fall on us ; 
and to the hills cover us. For if they do these’ 
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things in the green tree, what shall be done in 
the dry P” 

In this account of the destruction of the Jews, 
and of the vengeance of God wpon them, Jesus 
was particular in his reference to what had 
been written on the subject; he says, “ For 
these be the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled.” Let it 
be further distinctly noticed, that in the three 
accounts which are recorded by Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, of the denunciations of the judg- 
ments of God on the enemies of Jesus, for their 
sins, the whole is confined to that generation ; 
and not the least intimation of punishment in 
a future state of existence, any more than we 
find in the writings of Moses and the pro- 
phets. 

3. We now proceed to speak of the nature 
of that salvation which is indicated in our text 
by the following words: “If the righteous 
scarely be saved.” In order to maintain the 
opinion, that the apostle meant to speak of the 
hereafter or endless punishment of the wicked, 
in our text, it has been supposed, that by the 
salvation of the righteous, the apostle meant an 
immortal state of glory and felicity. But let 
reason be exercised for a moment on this sub- 
fect: what is meant by the word scarcely P-— 
Does it mean something that is full and com- 
plete? Does it not in fact necessarily mean 
something scanty? Yes, it most surely does. 
Now is it reasonable or scriptural to apply this 
word to the state of immortality and eternal glo- 
ry, which the scriptures promise? Take the 
words of Christ to the Sadducees for example, 
where he speaks of the resurrection-state : 
“ Neither can they die any more ; for they are 
equal unto the angels ; and are the children of 
God, being the children ofthe resurrection.” My 
brethren do you candidly think that the word 
scarcely can properly be applied to this state 
of incomprehensible glory ? Look at the des- 
cription which St. Paul gives of the resurrec- 
tion state, in his first epistle to the Corinthians, 
xv. ch, “ it igsown in corruption, it is raised in 
incorruption ; it is sown in dishonor, it is rais- 
ed in glury ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power ; it is suwn a natural body, it is rais- 
ed a spiritual body. And so it is written, 
the first man Adam was made a living soul, the 
last Adam was madea quickening spirit.” The 
candour of this audience is requested to judge, 
whether this description of glory, power, life 
and immortality, can well be expressed by the 
words “scarcely saved?” Do you believe 
that the blessed in heaven will use such lan- 
guage to express their salvation, and say, “ We 
are scarcely saved??? Js St. Peter now with 
him for whose cause he suffered in the flesh >— 
And do you believe that he would express his 
salvation from mortality and death in the words 
“scarcely savedr” No, St. Peter had no al- 
lusien to a future state in our text, neither on 
the part of the righteous nor the ungodly.— 
His meaning was, that the Christians would 






















































scarcely be saved from the dreadful calamities 
which were about to come like a storm on all 
the nation of thé Jews. Jesus gave his disci- 
ples particular directions, where and in what 
manner they should make their escape from Je- 
rusalem, to the mountains of Judea; and gave 
them to understand that great care, waichful- 
ness and speed in flight, would be necessary,— 
It was the temporal salvation of the church 
which Peter spake of, when he said, “ Ifthe 
righteous “scarcely be saved ;” for this was 
but a scanty salvation, many of the church suf- 
fered mach, and some of them suffered death ; 
according to the words of Jesus before he was 
crucified. 

4th, and lastly : “ Where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear?” ‘This form of ex- 
pression naturally signifies that the ungodly 
and sinner would be ina condition much more 
deplorable and distressing than that of the 
righteous. And this idea has all along been 
evidently exhibited in this discourse. 

The apostle no doubt kept his eye on the 
testimony of his Master, who had in his hearing 
described the situation his enemies would be in, 
in the day of their visitation. Following the 
account we have in the 24th of Matthew of the’ 
destruction of Jerusalem, and the distress of the 
people, the Saviour delivered three parables, 
which are recorded in the 25th chapter, evi- 
dently designed to represent the different situa- 
tions of his friends and his enemies, when these 
judgments were sent. In the first parable he 
represents his friends by virgins who were wise 
who took oil in their vessels with their lamps, 
and being prepared, were received into the 
wedding when the bridegroom came. But his 
enemies are represented by foolish virgins, who 
took no oil in their vessels with their lamps, 
who not being prepared or in readiness when 
the bridegroom came, were rejected. In the 
second parable he represents his friends by ser- 
vants who had improved their Jord’s money in 
a proper manner, and were received into his 
favor and joy ; but his enemies are represent- 
ed by a wicked, slothful servant, who had his 
lord’s money, and made no improvement, and 
was censured by his lord, and cast into outer 
darkness where were weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Inthe third and last parable on this 
subject, the divine teacher represented his 
friends, as having fed him when he was hungry, 
clothed him when he was naked, visited him 
when he was sick, and administered unto him 
when he was in prison ; by whieh he signified the 
good offices which his friends should do to his dis+ 
ciples. Asareward for this, they are received 
into the gospel privileges and dispensation ; 
but his enemies are represented as having neg- 
lected those kind offices; for which reason it 
was said to them, “ Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels ;” or, in other words, for that earthly 
and ‘carnal authority, which was inimical to the 
gospel, & for its agents who persecuted the saints. 
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The judgments of God on the wicked are 
represented by fire, in sundry places in the 
scriptures; and the comparison is very just, 
for as firé consumes the fuel, so do these judg- 
ments*consume the people. Will you say that 
the text says, “‘ Depart, ye cursed, into everlas- 
ting fire ;”’ and therefore must mean in a future 
state? But cannot fire burn in this world as 
well as in another? Moses, speaking of the 
judgments of God on the Jews for their wicked- 
ness, says, Deut. xxxii. “ For a fire is kindled 
in my anger, and shall burn unto the lowest 
hell, and shall consumé the earth with her in- 
crease, and set on fire the foundations of the 
mountains. T will heap mischief upon them; 1 
will spend my arrows upon them. They shail 
be burnt with hunger, and devoured with burn- 
ing heat, and with bitter distraction,” &c. Isai. 
ix. “For wickedness burneth like a fire; it 
shall devour the briars and thorns, and shall 
kindle in the thickets of the forest; and they 
shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke.— 
Through the wrath of the Lord of hosts is the 
land darkened, and the people shall be as the 
fuel of the fire ; no man shall spare his brother.” 
Jer. iv. “ Cireumcise yourselves unto the Lord, 
ye men of Judak and inhabitants of Jerusalem ; 
lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that 
none can quench it, because of the evil of your 
doings.” Jer. xxi. “O house of David, thus 
saith the Lord: execute judgment in the morn- 
ing, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like 
fire, and burn, that none can quench it, because 
of the evil of your doings.” So Jesus usually 
represented the judgments of Giod on the ene- 
mies of the gospel by the similitude of fire ; but 
we have no authority for carrying these threat- 
enings beyond this mortal state-—Boston Uni. 
Magazine. 


“ CHRISTIANITY. 

“ Althongh reason is justly called the great 
distinguishing faculty of man, who is there that 
is not convinced of its insvfficiency to insure 
happiness, by restraining the passions and re- 
ducing to order the evil propensities of our na- 
turer Something more than mere reason seems 
necessary to promote the happiness of man, e- 
ven in this life, and the Supreme Governor of 
the Universe has placed within our reach a 
complete remedy for this defect of our nature, by 
offering up his Son as a ransom for us. This 
divine Saviour hath by example, as well as pre- 
cept, left for our instruction a system of religion 
which may secure to us not only happiness in 
this world, but also the possession of eternal fe- 
licity in another. As this great truth meets 
with universal acknowledgment throughout the 
christian world, tow comes it, that instead of 
“ Peace on earth and good will to men,” which 
was the triumphant song of angels, the history 


| 


our religion? The answer is easy; christian- 
ity was promulgated at a time when the great 
ones of the earth had by fraud, or force estab- 
lished themselves in’ power and trampled with 
impunity on the rights of their fellow men, who 
sunk by the hard gripe of oppression, to the 
state of beasts of burden, were not sensible of 
their inherent privileges, or, if known, they re- 
membered only to moan their sorrows, as the 
power and cruelty of their oppressors, left them 
without hope of escaping their ignominious 
shackles. But when the light of the gospel was 
spread abroad; when the lust of power and the 
pride of dominion was attacked; when these 
great ones were called to look on all men as their 
brethren, they stood amazed and dismayed, and 
could not bear truths so humiliating to human 
grandeur: and they impiously combined togeth- 
er to crucify the Author of doctrines so contra- 
ry to their worldly interest. 

But unable by their cruelty and persecution, 
to oppose truths so salutary, and of such heay- 
enly origir, they cunningly contrived to ingraft 


religion, or pretended religion, on the old stoek { 


of their usurped governments, and by their un- 

ion of church and state, once more rode trium- 

peony secure in persecution, revenge and mur- 
er. 

He who reads the bloody history of church 
and state persecutions, turns sickened and dis- 
gusted from so horrible display of the fiend-like 
disposition of his fellow men, glutting to the full 
of every evil propensity cf his, and impiously 
calling on the Prince of Peace to sanction 
crimes, the very recital cf which makes us trem- 
ble. This union of church and state, and the 
imposing cry of “ Religion, Government, and 
Order,” was the cloak which tyranny so closely 
wrapped round itself, that the ignorant, although 
they felt the evil, were unable to say where it 
originated; and if an observing individual dis- 
covered the imposture, terror kept him silent ; 
or if he ventured to unmask the cheat, fire and 
faggots were his inevitable portion. 

If then the sincere professors of christianitty 
for so many hundred years, suffered for con- 
science sake, reviling, stripes, persecutions, and 
death, how great should be our rejoicing, that 
in this favored land the chains that have hither- 
to been entwined round the brethren, are broken 


asunder, and all are left in complete liberty to - 


worship according to the dictates of their own 
consciences! Precious inestimable privileges ! 
How ought we to cherish them ; how carefully 
guard and preserve them, lest ambition should 
again exalt itself and deprive us of so great a 
blessing. 

Fully aware of the evil of church and state 
union, a monster that had destroyed so many 
millions of innocent victims to its’ lust of power 
—the people of America wisely and gloriously 
cut asunder the bands with which they were u- 


of Christendom is blackened by a long cata- | nited, and im the great charter of their rights 


logue of + persecutions, crimes, and murders, 
committed in the name ofthe divine Aythor of 





have declared, That no religious test should 
be required of our citizens,” thus leaving, in 
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thettrue spirit of christianity, all descriptions ; October next. Ministering brethren from this state. 
of men, to the enjoyment of their own opin- | 2 respectfully invited to attend, 


ions, and their errors to the chastisement of | * NOTICE—Mr. Everett will preach at the Court 































































Akat Being who has declared, “ Vi engeance #8 | House on the afternoon of next Sabbath. 
mie; Iwillrepay saith the Lord” 


SIDNEY. POETRY. 


i wili sing praise to thy name, O thor mosi High, 








From the New Hampshire Patriot. 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR AMFLIORATING THE CON- . 
DITION OF THE JEWS. GOSPEL V. ORSHIP. 
We observe by the papers that the “ Rev. Mr. BY B. BARTON. 
Frey, agent to the American Society forameliorating | How glorious,O God! must thy temple have been, 
the condition of the Jews, is now travelling through} On ine day ofits first dedication, 
the state of Vermont, making collections, and framing | When the Cherubim’s wings widely waving were sees 
anxiliary societies. and has met with considerable} On high, o’er the ark’s holy station ; 
success ;” and that ‘‘he intends also to visit this state 
and preach ;” and make collections in no less than | When even the chosen of Levi, though skill’d 
fiftv-one towns in the menths of August and Septem- TQ minister standing before thee, 
ber! The character and pretentions of Mr. Frey, | Retir’d from the cioud which the temple then fill’, 
who has before been on begging tours in this state, And the glory made Israe} adore thee. 
are atleast amatter of doubt: the money be collects | 
may or it may not, be faithfully appropriated te the Though awfully grand was thy majesty then, 
object for which it is intended; but, ifit be all thus | - Yet the worship thy gospel discloses, 
appropriated, are there not other charitable objects | Less splendid in pomp to the vision of men, 
more pressing than this? The fashionable modes of Far surpasses the ritual of Moses. 
begging are really becoming irksome to the charita- | ; 
ble public : “ Give, give, give !” is tbe constant cry | And by whom was that ritual forever repealed 
that assailsour ears. We have good reason to be-| But by Him unto whom it was given 
lieve that many clergymen, who either donotdeserve To enter the Oracle, where is revealed, 
or cannot obtain employment in any regular parish, , Not the cloud but the brightness of heaven. 
are hired and paid liberally for this employment of | 
begging ; and we know that many are induced to Who, having once enter’d hath shown us the way, 
give, merely to rid themselve of continued importu- | O Lord! how to worship before thee ; 
nity. He must Le a poor beggar, who cannot ob- | Not with shadowy forms of that earlier day, 
tain enough to pay bimself ten or twelve dollars a} But in spirit and truth to adore thee! 
week, together with the expense of living wellall the | 
while : if there be any remnant of the charity left, it This, this is the worship that Jesus made known, 
may be applied to the object intended; but there © When she of Samaria found him 
are many vessels to which the money willadhere be- | By the patriarch’s well, sitting weary, alone, 
fore it arrives at its ultimate point ofdestination; and, With the stillness of noon-tide around him. 
we believe that little of jt finally reaches that point. 
—-—— How sublime, yet how simple, the homage he taught 
i The communication of * Ar1as,"has beep du-  _— To her, who inquired by that fountain, 
ly received, and was intended for publication this If Jehovah at Solyma’s shrine would be sought ’ 
week, but unfortunately, it has been mislaid, and; Or ador’d on Samaria’s mountain ? 
cannot, at present be found. No pains shall be spar- | 
cd to find it, but if we do not succeed our correspon- Woman ! believe me, the hour is near, 
dent will do nsa favor by again putting his thoughts| When He, if ye rightly would bail him, 
on paper and forwarding them to us. The result will | Will neither be worshipped exclusively here, 
be known next week. Nor yet at the altar of Salem. 
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> We are frequently subjected to the inconven- , For God is a Spirit! and they, who aright 
ience of paying postage through the misapprehension! Would perform the pure worship he loveth; 
of our correspondents. The Editor is not Post Mas- | In the heart’s holy temple will seek, with delig’t, 
ter at Buffalo; and letters should be directed to the| That spirit the Father approveth. 
‘* Editor of the Gospel Advocate,” Buffalo, and pos- 
tage paid, as itis more convenient to have them di- | And many that prophecy’s truth can declare, 
rected to this place. Whose bosoms have livingly known it! 
Whom God hath instructed to worship him there, 

0 To Post Masters.—A letter has been received | And convinced that his mercy will own it! 
at this office directed to “ Thomas Gross, Editor of ! ‘ 
the Gospel Advocate, Buffalo,” enclosing a one dollar The temp!e that Solomon bailt to his name 
bill of the State Bank of S. Carolina, dated at Mon-{ Now lives but in history’s story ; 
ticello, Aug. 9, 1825, requesting our paper, but con- | Extinguish’d long since is its altar’s bright flame, 
taining NonAME. We take this method to inform! And vanist.’d each glimpse of its glory :— 
our unknown friend, whoever he may be, that if he 
will favor us with his address, we will most cheerfully | But the Christian made wise by a wisdom divine. 
comply with his request. We take the liberty to! Though all human fabrics may falter, 
send this paper to each of the post offices of that name | Still finds in his heart afar holier sbrine, 
hoping that if any knowledge of the factscan be ob-| Where the fire burns unquench’d on the altar. 
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